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cOLONIAL CRUCIBLE

ule by Spain and Portugal lasted three long centuries in Latin

America. Despite the utopian dreams of the religiously inspired

and despite continual resistance to exploitation, the bitter
Jegacy of conquest and slavery remained strong in 1800, the eve of
independence. Latin Americans had wrestled with the hierarchy of
race imposed by conquest and slavery and had adapted themselves
to that hierarchy. As Latin American societies grew around the hard
edges of domination like the roots of a tree gradually embracing the
rocks at its base, adaptation made colonization endurable but also
embedded it in people’s habits. Indigenous, African, and European
people consorted and intermingled, fought and slept together. They
misunderstood and learned about, despised, and sometimes adored
:30}.1 other. Over hundreds of years, most Latin Americans began
© sincerely accept Catholicism and the rule of a Spanish or Portu-
8uese king. Thus, more than merely rule by outsiders, colonization
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COLONIAL ECONOMICs

Silver and sugar shaped the emerging colonial economies, (gl
the precious metal that first mesmerized the Europeans, ilowev:;as
fgold from Aztec and Inca treasures, gold that could easily be panne;
in sandy streambeds and was quickly exhausted. An early Carh.
bean gold rush had helped annihilate the Arawaks during the fig
generation of Spanish colonization. But silver, not gold, eventualy
structured the colonial economy of Spanish America. The maju
silver mines of Zacatecas (Mexico) and Potosi (Peru) were openel
in the 1540s. Zacatecas, an area without sedentary inhabitats
attracted indigenous migrants from central Mexico. Migrans also
became miners at Potosi, on a windswept mountain platea‘u at
twelve thousand feet, where Spanish smelting techniques (using?
bellows) did not work and indigenous ones (channeling th‘f An‘i;a;
wind) had to be adopted instead. These were deep-shaft min¢® i
went miles under the earth, vast quasi-industrial entf{rprllse;egaﬂ
attracted diverse assortments of people. Mining immediate’y
to reshape Mexican and Peruvian society. ¢ Spanish
The mining zones became the great focus © - for
in America, linking the colonies economically Wllf;us g A8
while in the 1600s, Potosi became the most pOI})]Z roof of the woflli
ica. And because Potosi stood ot silver dt
too high for agriculture, almos

tivity

more or less on t
¢ everything €xce

poTOSI. Honeycombed with mine shafts, the “mountain of silver* looms over the city
of Potosi in modern Bolivia—called Upper Peru at the time of this 1584 painting. In the
foreground, silver ore is being crushed by water-powered machinery and mixed with
mercury to extract the precious metal. The Granger Collection, New York.

l:\rrough.t to it by mules. Sure-footed mules, bred on the plains of
tatgienh?a:i'twoped up narrow Andean trails to provide transpor-
on. %
s th: 1genous women elsewhere in the Andes wove cloth to
e miners, and farmers at lower altitudes sent food to feed
fon ;timu?;)flg iconomic concepts here, “primary” export produc-
e dogyy frzm t;ecoidar}'” supply activities.) Eventually, silver
. € 8Ky on mules bouy
-z p.lateau of the central Andes ; o for the soast. Bacause B
€S 1s so remote from the coast, the

seaport,
| red along routeg
co City and the port of
tame a meeting place for all
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sorts of people, while southern Mexico, along with Guatemala, hag
a more strictly indigenous population. The main ethnicitjeg In thig
southern region were Zapotec, Mixtec, and especially Maya\the
people among whom Malinche grew up. Now all of Southern Mexico,
{ . Central America, and the Caribbean became part of the supply net.
| work for the northern silver mines.
| The economic priorities of the Spanish Crown determingq the
political organization of the colony. The “royal fifth,” a 20 bercent tay
on mining, was the prime source of colonial revenue for the Spap.
ish state. To keep an eye on the royal fifth, the Crown organized
colonial governments in New Spain (the colonial name for Mexico,
administratively embracing Central America and the Caribbean as
well) and Peru (which then included much of South America), by
the late 1540s. Each of these areas, called viceroyalties because of
the vicerays sent from Spain to rule in the king’s name, also hag
an archbishop and 4 high court, Eventually, Mexico City and Lima
each developed wholesale merchants’ guild that concentrated

tals. Gradually, the Viceroyalties, high courts, and other adminis-
trative subdivigjong multiplied in a manper guided by the principle
o pmf.itabqjty to the Crown, Modern Colombia became the center
zf a third Viceroyalty (calleq New Granada, 17 17) partly because of
slﬂsvi’;lfiiv:;ua‘lly, another jurisdiction was created to stop Potosi
This became thepllc::g l;;l ta.x ed through the area of modern Argentifla.
1ts capita] o the A;r t.VICeroy alty (the Rio de Ia Plata, 1776), with
Viceroyaltieg hOWeVea;1 }1)0 port of Buer.zos Aires. Despite the two new
Spanish colonizatio, > +ert and Mexico remained the core areas of
In i
placed mif::Z;ls' i;ia; :?zk the place of silver, and plantations re-
Plantations Capitalized o rifgnerators of export producti(?n. Suga;
8arcane, along Brazilg northred soils, superb for the cultivation 0
fore beegpe the corg area of ¢ eﬂster'n‘ coast. The Northeast' th.erel-
Centers jp Pernambuco and th € Brazilign colony, with its principa
Crown, the taxes on g ¢ Bay of All Spintg For the Portuguese
Ported Sugar—ang on goods imported with
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ABRAZILIAN SUGAR MILL. In this nineteenth-century engraving, sugarcane i.s beinlg
unloaded from an oxcart and fed into an engenho's grinding mechanllsm, producing gha ,
lons of sweet sap that will be boiled down into bricks of sugar for shipment. The senho

de engenho looks on. The Granger Collection, New York.

profits from sugar—were the prime sources of colonial rev'enlie in
ing i i uc-

Brazil. Throughout the 1600s, sugar was king in Brazil, an«:(ll it ? r ©

tured the Brazilian colony much as silver mining structured colon;

Spanish America. . .
Sugarcane had to be milled and its juice boiled down into cakes

in order to be exported, Planters rich enough to build a“st%gar r:iu‘ll
(an engenho, or “engine” in Portuguese) became known as “mill 101;‘ t:
senhores de engenho. The senhores de engenho st00(.1 at t.he cru)l( 0 ;
Sugar economy, and they loom large in Brazilian SOCllal history. In eac
locality of the Brazilian sugar coast, a handful of mill lords, eau:h own-
ing hundreds of slaves, lorded over their “eighbors’. ma~ny of “ttl:om
8reW sugarcane byt depended on the lords to have 1t m-xlled. Lx‘ E; i\:
silver Inine, g big engenho was a complex and expensive econor le
Undertaking, almost a town in itself, with a chape.l‘ stables, storags
facilities, and workshops, not to mention bt‘r"ﬂcks'mfe s,lmin qUﬂr:‘i“;
A5 in the early plantation colonies of North America’s Chesap
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Bay, plantations that were almost towns in themselves tended to un-
dercut the growth of urban centers. The Brazilian colony, even its core
area, was a place of few cities and towns when compared with colonial

Spanish America.
Qutside of its northeastern core area, most of colonial

Brazil was quite sparsely settled. The Amazonian northwest, for
example, remained a vast equatorial rain forest inhabited chiefly
by semisedentary indigenous tribes, half a continent with a mere
handful of tiny Portuguese towns and a sprinkling of Jesuit mis-
sions along the banks of its river highways. The backlands behind
the sugar coast, the sertao, stayed dirt-poor cattle country. Other
interior regions could be reached only by thousand-mile canoe odys-
seys involving arduous portages between rivers, feasible only during
the rainy season. The Portuguese called these rainy-season canoe
expeditions “monsoons,” a word they had learned in India. South
of Sdo Paulo lay more Jesuit missions in evergreen forests outside
the tropics. And beyond these forests, open grasslands stretched
south to the Rio de la Plata. Here, cattle and horses that had
escaped from the missions ran wild, multiplied, and roamed free in

numberless herds.
Overall, colonial Brazil could not compete with colonial

Spanish America. Sugar was never as precious as silver. Only
slowly did Brazil become the principal focus of the Portuguese
seaborne empire, with its rich African and Asian outposts. So the
Brazilian colony remained in all ways less: poorer, less populous
(With a tenth the people of Spanish America), and more loosely
SOVerned. Brazil's diffuse plantation economy limited urbaniza-
ton and scattered administrative power. Two viceroyalties were
eventually established, but only during wartime did Brazilian vice-
I‘?ys Possess the authority of Spanish American viceroys. Portugal
Mbly attempted less in its colonies than did Spain. For example,
there were a dozen universities in Spanish America after barely a
“entury of colonization, but none was ever established in colonial
Brazil. Ope might wonder how Brazil stayed a Portuguese colony

for three hundred e
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A POWER CALLED HEGEMoNy

Both .the_ Spanish and Portuguese Crowns had limit,
c?lonlzatlon. Neither had large military forces i mited resources oy
nies. Iberian colonizers and their Amer;can bomlnnolthe A’;el'man oo
small minority even in the core areas. so ho-w n descendants were,
trol ov;r so much of the hemisphere f<;r three cg;dtutz}*liz}s’f)mamtam o
Juana Ilézn:ZZ gautz q:e;;;irilc, consider the 'h'fe'of Sor (Sister)
age of seven, Juang h;d on mun ‘W'ho died in 1695. At the
wanted to attend th : maqe a surprising announcement. She
doors in 1553, 5 e University of Mexico (which had opened its
a boy, but it V:/as (:ntury before 'Harvard). She offered to dress as
over Juana’s head ;PEIGSS- A university education was supposedly
age of three or th. ever mind that she had been reading since the
stumped a jup ?t she lea.!‘ned Latin just for fun. Forget that she
teen, or that Jy of forty university professors at the age of sever-
etry. Like otheruana became known throughout Mexico for her p-
and devote hey WOme'n of her class, she had two alternatives: marty
Juana choge ¢ energlés i hlfsband and children, or become a nui
than omsisgn nsvhent life, which offered a little more indeper%dence
She collecteq a. d e became Sor Juana, as she is known to history’
ics, composed and read books by the hundreds, studied mathemat-
musica) notation }P;el‘formed music, and even invented a system (.)f
criticized hypoc:-.t- r poetry was published in Europe. Some of it
rality: “Why do L lcalhmale condemnations of women’s sexual Mo
to do wrong?” as};:(li wish them to do right / If you encourage them™
for prostitutes, gp one poem. And, concerning the common s0r”
sins for pay / 6r he wondered who really sinned more: “She who
in experimentg] S; Wwho 53Y§ for sin?” In the kitchen, she daEbled
said, “if he hag do;ence' ArlSFotle would have written more, 'shte
reply to one of her * ahy C?Oklng.” When she published 2 prillian
fathers of the churc;ergturys Pfebisclimated Riniel SChOIars" the
to act more lIike 4 wo ecame W?rried. Juana received inSthtmlLs
her othey interestg tman‘ e solerititic s Said-—and ° .
ralin a womap, Th’j oS R f,or religious devotion—were unnatt
S was the wisdom of her age. She could not defy
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&, and ultimately, she consented. She sold her library, instru-
ything, and devoted herself to atonement for the sin of
riosity: Broken, she confessed to being “the worst of women.” Soon
c 1 she died while caring for her sisters during a plague.
aftet, The fathers of the church never used physical force against
Inés de la Cruz. They did not have to. They embodied
g and she w-as a religious woman. Revolt or dis-
obedience was literally unthinkable for her. Similarly, the con-
quered indigenous people of Latin America, and the enslaved
Africans, £00, gradually accepted the basic premises of colonial life
and principles of Iberian authority. Otherwise, Spain and Portugal
could never have ruled vast expanses of America without powerful
occupying armies.

Historians explain colonial control of Latin America as hege-
mony, a kind of domination that implies a measure of consent by those
at the bottom. Hegemony contrasts with control by violent force. It
is a steady preponderance rather than an iron rule. Though it may
seem “soft,” this form of political power is resilient and does devastat-
ing damage to people at the bottom. When they accept the principle
of their own inferiority and, in the old-fashioned phrase, “know their

it alon
men’ﬂS: ever,

Gor Juana
jous authority,

place,” they participate in their own subjugation.

Religion offers one of the clearest examples of cultural hege-
mony. When enslaved Africans and indigenous people accepted the
Europeans’ “true religion,” they accepted, by the same token, their
OWn status as newcomers to the truth. Catholicism, after all, had
teen born and developed far from indigenous America. The history of
the“true church was a European history, and its earthly capital was
gl(::' IM O,St p.rieStS and nuns, not to mention bishops and the rest of
of Sp:l'leaStlcal hierarchy, were of European descent. The monarc.hs
Wwoulq quznf Portugal reigned by a divine right tha‘t only he.ret‘lcs
them ¢, ap;;on, and. théy enjoyed royal patronage mght.:s, alIthmg
Crowy ofﬁciall: t'; r dismiss priests and bishops almost as if they‘ we;;
©built gng coli he royal government decided where churches ahou'

ected the tithe (an ecclesiastical tax of 10 percent. paid

E3pegj
ally o :
n . o
s, in - agnicultural produets). To sin against Catholic teachings
ny ¢ .
Y cases, a criminal oftense.
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A POWER CALLED HEGEMONY

All educational institutions were religious, so if knowle'd%ge. is

d it is), the church monopolized that power. The Inquisition

power (z.m f banned books that people were not allowed to read. The

kopt  lis o controlled time; the tolling of bells set the rhythm of the

Churc-h evizg the hours of work, rest, and prayer. Successive Sundays

day,liintie seven-day week, which was new to indigenous people. The

| (rjn;;l;wlic calendar of observances and holidays provided Igilestones

| through the year: a collective, public ebb and flow of emotions, from

| celebration at Epiphany and Carnival, for example, to the somber

mood of Lent, Holy Week, and Easter. The milestones of individual

| lives, from baptism to marriage to death, were validated by church
|

often part of the city’s full name—S3
San Francisco de Quito, and so on.
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eption of honor led to dueling and tq th
dependent—minded women. This culty, &
Christian roots in the Mediterranean worlq an;al
tioning to show the rhyme and reason iy th-a
ty. Women’s illegitimate chilg is
not men’s, would be born into the family and inherit part o;e.n’
precious patrimony: the family wealth parceled out among }ts
at the death of each parent. Male “wild oats,” on the othey helrs
would sprout on somebody olse’s property, so to speak. Thyg anq,
philandering implied no loss, but rather a kind of territorig] Hli?.le
for the family. gain,
Women resisted being treated like means rather than eng
course. Fairly often, it seems, they used magic—coming from the? of
traditions of Iberia, as well as Africa and indigenous Americy olk
attract, manipulate, escape, or punish men. The Spanish Inql;:-()
ion was on the alert against them. In 1592 the Inquisition pm::
2 woman for reciting a prayer under her breath
her.” That was European folk magic, meant

to redirect the powers of Catholic liturgy by saying a prayer back
ward, for example. Inquisition files of the 1600s also reveal native
Andean «witches” like Catalina Guacayllano, accused of spilling
igs on sacred rocks while chewing coca and
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or z;flncgjx relflon. (European medicine of the time
?n hee . !tlg 1: e .patle.nt. Besides, there were few ’Erecan, focused
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utcome of all of this. Along with hegemonic dominap,
and-take created distinctive, new Latin American C\lltuce,
reg

culturation.

positive o
daily give-
through érans

D TRANSCULTURATIOy

CESS CALLE
n anthropologist Fernando Ortiz firgt
to Cuba’s popular music and g ap.
ance

Ituration
a two-way street, contr

’ asts wy

ith

A PRO

The inﬁuential Cuba
rm transci

plied the te
traditions. ’Ifransculturation,
which is & one-way street in which one ¢y
Ultypg

acculturation,
replaces another. Ortiz's point was that the dominated cult
of Africans and indigenous people were not wiped away, in Lurt'zs
America, to be replaced by European cultures. Instead, SOmet}?-tm
resulted from the give-and-take, something not European ing
not African, but rather, something distinctively Cuxhnot
nition. Like hegemony, transculturation has beg an,
Studies. Historians now bel?g:

Latin American
lies at the origin of Latin America’s nationg]
na

new
indigenous;
mixed by defi
a key concept in
that transculturation

cultures.

Imagin
confrontations and tacit negot
lives, always within the force

e transculturative give-and-take as a thousand ti
ati - . ny
iations taking place in people’s daily

field of hierarchy and domination
he procession, say, of to celebrate the arival

Music is needed for t
the slaves be allowed to dance and play their

of a new viceroy. will
s? That certainly would add to the festivities, &t
er. The singing of black women
an music with African senst
ere We

own instrument
pean dignity, howev

some cost to Euro
in church choirs began to infuse Cub
bility as early as the 1580s, but not wi
can see that transculturation and hegemony are tw
positive, the other negative. Cuba’s ghared must
ture became, famously, 2 harmonious marriﬂge

and African d That's transculturation}”
nts of slaves a rdinate pl&C:::

thout resistance. H
o sides of the

game coil, one
cal and dance cul
of Spanish guitar

n. The descenda ccepted 2 subo
lling as musicians and sports fi
tion. The descendants of s

ruam.

actio
Cuban society. exce

cultural hegemony in ac

68

APROCESS CALLED TRANSCULTURATION

accepted African cultural influences as part of a k
penefited them, overall. The people on top, i pasiega daal that
Jonial crucible, were always able to rem: .p’ in Latin America’s co-
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ere tiny minorities in colonial Latin Americfa. 'I‘hgy
portuguese W d and crowded into a scattering of smal] cities with
quickly foundfe nly a few thousand each. In many ways, these were
populations Of ;ufopean.style life and architecture dotting the vast.
g isla}ngfs :nous America. Still, cities were the staging centers ang
e of 11; clegnters of the colonial project,
comma{"he hegemonic institutions of colonial governance existed
ly in cities. All administrative officials, bishops, judges, nota-
Olsy merchants, and moneylenders—the people whose commands,
ieportSv and dealings w1th.0.ne anothfer connected citieg tq Eu-
rope—were urban based. Citieg organized the greg

Il as
rs. From the very




E
CHAPTVER 3| COLONIAL cRUCIBL

e 70\'40\,
padassten,

tos Sos s raa -
pvitm

7]
no

i loitation in
Spanish exp
NG denounces -
b DRAMgansh priest, a notary. and other rep
r,a

3 e
beaStS) ne aCEakl eel g ldlan. Werner orma

tatives of Span
n/Art Resolﬂfe

A GUAM :
Here, a royal administrato
power (portrayed as savage

New York ‘_‘—’_________//

the early 16005

A PROCESS CALLED TRANSCULTURATION

impact of colonization had shaken some indigenous

beginning: the lmI:heir native communities and forced them to mi-
people ovee front'l to the mines or Spanish estates. Some built simple
grate. St % tskirts of colonial cities—Latin America’s first sub-
housing o1 s Ouns Torn away from their cultural roots, indigenous
urban shant);wt‘g re.gr ow them in new environments, as did those
migrants hz migrants, enslaved Africans. Urban slaves enjoyed
o io;cjedom of association than did plantation slaves. Urban
sg;:j:serco:ld locate and socialize \‘)vi.th people from the sa.lme part <.)f
Africa. Urban slaves could. also join .free black people in Catholic
lay brotherhoods that provided a social support group and a sense
of voluntary belonging. Slaves, and free blacks too, often worked as
artisans (bakers or carpenters, for instance), and artisans came in

all colors. As mestizos, free blacks, and poor whites rubbed elbows at
a shoemaker’s bench or in a blacksmith’

s shop, they were inventing
Latin American popular culture.

Outside the cities, people of European descent were few and

colonial institutions, almost non existent. Native ang African cul-
tures dominated life in the county

yside by simple demographic
weight. The white people of the countryside were too few and far
between to socialize, or marry, exclusively with each other. Rural
people of Spanish and Portugu

ese descent, even when they main.
tained a house in town, thus ac

quired indigenous habits and African
tastes sooner than did their urban counterparts. If transculturation

gar plantations, where export
thing,

lian su
earnings coyld pay for imported clo
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can-descended people of the countyy,
n cultures than did their city Cousing

ndigenous and Afri
1 cultural influences in church fos
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Zlie;tjng indigenous and Africa e on, Erin o it
" . became habitual among missiona act ingjg,
tivities % Christianity. Rural indigenous people, whep con,
enous p?fthose in the city, had more chance to live apart, ip theiy
pared' wit - eaking Qu echua or Quiché or Aymara or Nahuat) ang
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heart and await their reward in the Christian heaven. Vieira had
some African heritage of his own, through his grandmother: slaves
who heard him preach no doubt found him more convincing for that

reason.

THE FRINGES OF COLONIZATION

While the coll:nlz‘-ars concentrated their efforts on silver mining
-~ s.ugar cu .1vatlon, vast reaches of Spanish America and Brazil
remained outside the core areas, on the “fringe” izati
. | ' ; ringe” of colonization. The
fringes were quite different from the core areas be
Genges it uits n cause they had
; xport. Yy could not generate as much wealth fo Ib
rian colonizers and therefore attracted fewer of them. Lack of g
and precious metals meant less incentive to force lat;or from sudg 5
enous people, less capital to invest in African slaves, and i
fewer stark contrasts between luxury and misery. A \:veake;roverau,
economy meant that people’s ener i . bt
: 8y went into subsistence activiti
: . acti
ssi)temally growing their own food. Where people are few, those Vltt;:(}els’
otto. i i , .
- fm ?f the social hierarchy become more important. Thus ;
‘ . 1 eo-
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received better treatment : at
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Farther south, at the mouth of the Rio de la Plata, lay
an settlements, including the ports of Buengg Ztiher
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frontiers. Ecuador, administratively part of the Viceroyalty of \
Granada, also had fully sedentary people in its string of high Apg, ew
valleys. Such areas with fully sedentary indigenous inha‘bitants eq
without silver mines, lay somewhere between core and fring‘:‘-u
i

economic terms. Guatemala and Yucatan could be deSCribeﬁ
that

way, as well.
Some fringe areas underwent an economic boom at th
e enq
of

the colonial period. The Rio de la Plata found avid Europes
0 Mgy,

kets for cattle hides. Cuba and Venezuela found profitable Blaras
Cuba, those crops were coffee and, especially, sugar gtmn
(which English tongues turned into “cocoa”) ultimately pr(’\;eda%
ter suited than sugarcane to the slopes of the mountainous v, bet.
elan coast. Throughout the Caribbean, plantation agriculture b!rnezu.
high profits but, along with them, the same grim social Outcosught
plantation agriculture everywhere—the massive forced migra;;; off

0

crops. In

enslaved Africans.

Brazilian fringes resembled Spanish American fringeg "
sions constituted the chief expression of Iberian presence. Fe\.,, r;s.
resentatives of royal authority, few Portuguese of any dESCriptmpA
in fact, could be found in the Brazilian backlands. Cattle ranche::
aiming to provide beef on the hoof for coastal plantations and cities’
gpread inland from the sugar coast into the arid sertao, espedallyu;
the long valley of the Sao Francisco River. Portuguese officials rardy
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le, to Jesuit missionaries, and to the remarkli
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Justbefore 1700, the bandeirantes discovere

Now for the first time Portuguese settlers p

Jands. ciousmetalupstaged sugarasthe soure

soonth?p;;e Séo Francisco River began to functi

inlBrazll' from the sugar coast to the golq fields,
mfgran(t}serais, or General Mines. The bang eira
ﬁtvl:jmers as claim jumpers ang “derided th
clothing, calling them emboabas, or fa

dgoldin the back-
oured inland, apnq
eofcolonig] profitg
onasahighway for
which they nameq
ntes regarded the
eir European-style
NCy-pants.” Ag the gold rush

tial inland settlements. Vilg Rica 4
town of black gold”), the capital of

Brazil’s most populous ang Prosperous citjeg in the 1700s, with
lavish churcheg and close-packeq two-story houses lining itg wind-
ing streets. This gold financeq the religioug art of Aleijadinho, an
affectionate nickname Meaning “cripple,” Aleijadinho’s handsg were
crippled by leprosy, Sometime

8 unable tq grip hig tools, he hag to
tie his chise] ¢, a ruined hangq in order to work. But work he did,
adorning church after chuyep with hig vigorous, expressive stat.
ues of bibljcg] figures, Today,

Aleijadinho, a mulatto,
as the greatest Latip Americ;
Page 50 are hig work.)

The discovery of

e Ouro Pretq (meaning “rich
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ais. Former fringe areas, Minas Gerais ang R
0

r to Minas Ger 5
e s tral Brazil.

de Janeiro now counted as part of cen

Of course, the distinction between core and fringe ig o |

rough guide, & conceptual model, not a neat physical reality, 1, fy r

in the late 1700s the variety and distribution of Latin Americy's 1act, l
cultures was already infinitely more complex than can be eXpla-OQal
Still, basic principles such as the core/fring;?d
18

in a few paragraphs.
tinction help us understand many permutations.

LATE COLONIAL TRANSFORMATIQNS

mains to be delineated: change gye
T time

A final colonial pattern re
After the 1500s, the century of the Encounter, indigenous pepu]
u ations

gradually recovered, and African slaves arrived in ever larg
7 er ny
m.

LATE COLONIAL TRANSFORMATIONS

_ VICEROYALTY OF
. NEW SPAIN
{MEXICO)

Mexico City. ,Veracruz

KINGDOM OF
GUATEMALA

Caracas
VICEROYALT
Yo
NUEVA GRANAS,
Bogota®  (1717)

bers. During the 1600s, the basic social outlines of Spanish Amey;
Brazil became well established as the descendents of Canue:lca ang Quito,
conquered found a modus vivendi. Contact with Europe waors; ang
- _ & S {91
limited, New World societies were fairly autonomous, and ’rlnrb’
- : s cal po.
litical control was fairly stable. In the 1700s, economic fOrcesa po y |
g y 8 A {
as the Brazilian gold rush, gradually expanded the areas of Ibe‘fch ima
: . rian ;
settle.ment, and new viceroyalties were added, as has already beg VICERGYALTY
described. Around 1750, a further sort of transformation occurred, one R FERY
that, in the long run, would spell trouble for Spanish and Portugues: ‘ncgrpagr‘iér.m .
dominance. RIODE LA St
i Siists pLATA,A”
The transformation began when royal administrators i antlago,  11776) ™,
i Bueno .9 g
; A'u'e:

both Spain and Portugal planned to tighten their control over thel
New World possessions and extract more revenues from them.
associated with the Bourbon dynasty that
ly powerful royal minste
he transformations

This new attitude was
now ruled Spain and with a particular
in Portugal, the Marquis de Pombal, and so t
e called Bourbon or Pombaline reforms, respectively. These
nded to rationalize and modernize the govemanceO
y making them act more like colonieS:T ? a-
erors liked to think that their her® Orchs
d kingdoms for thetr mond

ar
forms inte
overseas dominions b
scendants of the conqu
thers had carved out rich New Worl
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nd dignity to 01d World kin
reformers regarded that asgdoms_
Modern European nations, they believed an olq,
t served the economic interests of th » shoyy
Among themselves, the reformers spoke of Ne Mothge,
her than «cingdoms,” but even if they aVo‘Zw Worlg
Jonial in public discourse, their ac tulafd using
refOrms

ual in jmportance a

kingdoms €d
bon and Pombaline

But the Bour
fashioned idea.
have colonies tha
countries-
“colonies,” rat
the offensive term CO

were offensive enough.

The reformers’ chief concern was increasing the profi
ofitabilit,

¥ of

the colonies for Spain and Portugal. Therefore, they raised
the board and introduced all sorts of provisions to insure t‘:axes acrog
tion of existing taxes, especially by revamping the fram etter colle,.
nial administration. A frequent technique was the cre ev_"ork of ealp.
opoly enterpris ation of stap,

controlled mon es to oversee trade or producti
dities, such as tobacco or On and sgly

of basic commo "
the revenue that they produced for the state. Mining, the si 2;xmuze
» 1€ SIngle mogt

Jucrative sector of the colonial economy, received special attenti
both Spanish America and Brazil, both to promote technicme-mmnm
: : improve
ment and to stifle smuggling of untaxed gold and silver. To insurm:}zet
, ¢ the
and Portugal better, the reor

colonial economies would serve Spain
ers also tightened limitations on production of certain goods, suchs

cloth or wine, I the Americas. They wanted colonials to buy cloth ad
wine from Spanish and Portuguese producers, not compete with thes
To facilitate transatlantic economic integration beneficial to the mib
countries, the reformers loosened restrictions on shipping, aslong asll

onies traded exclusively with Spain and Portugal.

col
By tightening colonial control to serve Furopean interesh

aturally injured the in#

the Bourbon and Pombaline reforms

ests of people Jiving in Spanish America and Brazil. Tat mCIef“‘
fell directly on some such as indigenous people, who Wefeh;:
able to pay The limitations on various sorts of trad® ﬁﬂdpmﬂﬁ
tion put people out of work, and the new monopoly ent;;gg'
resulted 10 rising prices: No wonder the period ~ﬁeéons,M
widespread revolts and protests with econ® ic wistakew
tively new form of unrest. The people with the 0
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situation were 3
ruling classes, v:}};lz II;::li‘:f-lborn Spanish Americ

and Pombaline reformers ruence in all sorts of wan and Brazilian

officials would have Euro easo,'led, logically enoiys' The Bourbon

were themselves EurOpeapean IFterests iosh i gh, that colonial

ns, while the native-bor:e?_rt when they

elite was much

more likely to d
efend 1t
s own local interests. B
. Because E
uropean-

perior agents
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Race mixing could mean several things here. Jt could megy, s
0-

different race, as when “gentlemen

selves on enslaved women,
The story of Xica da Silva is extreme rather than typical, mem.

orable rather than anonymous. Xica became celebrated, and also no-
torious, in the diamond fields of Brazil. Her mother was African and
her father was Portuguese. The riches of the diamond fields flowed
into the pocket of the king’s royal diamond contractor. He could buy
whatever he wanted. What he wanted was Xica da Silva for his mis.
tress, but she did not come cheap. For her he had to provide rich
clothing, a place of honor at church, a dozen maids-in-waiting, a park
with artificial waterfalls, even an artificial lake with a miniature sail-
ing ship, (Xica had always wanted to see the ocean.) Now she wore a
powdered wig, and people came to her seeking access to her lover, the
diamond contractor, One of her sons—not the diamond contractor’s—
studied at European universities. Her disdainful reference to certain
Portuguese visitors rang in people’s memories, “Butler,” she famously
said, “take care of the sailor boys,” using the scornful Brazilian slang
for Portuguese immigrants just off the boat. When she called the Por-
tuguese “sailor boys,” Xica da Silva, a Brazilian woman of mixed race,

was daring to look down on European men—flying in the face of the
caste system,

3 in India. The caste system was ai] about pedigree, so it more or
less correspondeq to what people today call “race.” In practice, the
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CASTE PAINTING from eightecnth century Mexico Caste paintings tried to system-
atize an unruly reality of race mixing. The painting's original caption reads, “Mestizo plus

Indian equals Coyote.” De Agostini G. Dagl Orti/Getty Images.

caste system also factored in other characteristics, such as educa-

tion, clothing, and especially wealth. “Money whitens,” according Fo
a famous phrase expressing the importance of wealth in the Latin
American caste system. A person’s caste classification was noted
in the baptismal register at the time of baptism, and people of low
caste were legally prevented from becoming priests, attending the
University, wearing silk, owning weapons, and many other things.

A person wholly of European descent occupied one category in the

System, and a person entirely of African descent occupied another..
That mych is quite familiar from US race relations. But the child of
2 Europeap and an African belonged to a third category—half Euro-
Pean, half African, logically enough. There was a fourth uategm‘y. t"or
achild with European father and an indigenous mother, and a tifth
for g ¢hild whoge parents were indigenous and African. Indigenous
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people had a category to themselves, making six. And thig :
the beginning, Was jugy
. Members of tl'xese si:_; categories continued tgq Produce pgp;
with each other, despite official rules against this, creating new pe,, ;es
in-between who confounded the categories and strained the SyStemp :.
least in’theory, caste categories proliferated geometrically—tq Sith;e:
or more, including some with animal names, Lobo and C"yOt€~during
the last century of colonial rule. These names are from the 1700 in
Mexico, where many series of paintings were commissioned to illus.
trate the caste system. Such caste paintings were titled, for example,
An Espariol and a Mulata make a Morisco, with father, mother, anq
child shown in a domestic setting, each with the appropriate cloth-
ing, demeanor, and skin color. Caste paintings were sent to Spain,
where imperial officials viewed them much as species classifications
in natural history. Above all, these strange works were intended to
help impose order on the unruly reality of race mixing. The dozen or
50 new caste names never really gained everyday currency, and they
should be viewed mostly as a symptom of the strain that progressive
race mixing was putting on the caste system by the late 1700s.

Also in these years, successful people of low caste (prosperous
mule drivers or artisans, for example) presented a different challenge
to the caste system. Perpetually in need of money, the Spanish Crown
sometimes allowed such people to buy an official exemption that made
them legally white and eligible to occupy positions of distinction a.nd
authority. This exemption was called gracias al sacar. Whites Wl.th
little else going for them except for caste privilege complained bit-
terly about the sale of legal whiteness, saying it undermined the
whole caste system. The sale of gracias al sacar also exemplified the
Latin American tendency to think of race as a negotiable spectru®
a ladder that families might ascend. Families could climb the Jadder,
even without legal exemptions, when daughters and sons were able
to marry “up”—which is to say, find partners lighter than themselves:
Note, however, that moving “up” by marrying for skin color also mea'nt
buying into the logic of the caste system, with its premise of white

superiority. Therefore, race mixing provides a tracer of transculturd”
tion (and cultural hegemony) in action.
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Whether valued, abhorred, or merely tolerated, race mixing wag
a fact of colonial life in La.tin America. By 1800, near the end of the
colonial period, people of mixed b100fi already made up roughly a quar-
ter of the Latin American population, and these people-in-between
were also the fastest-growing group. The African and indigenous ma-
jority had adopted much from the Spanish and Portuguese. They had
made a cultural impact of their own. In living together, with all the
conflicts that entailed, people of diverse origin had created shared
identities and unifying webs of loyalty. By the year 1800, even white
Spanish Americans and Brazilians, roughly another quarter of the
population, were noticing that many of their habits and preferences,
such as their taste in music, now made them different from their
FEuropean cousins and in some ways a bit like the people below them
in the colonial hierarchy. Still, few colonials assigned much impor-
tance to a distinctive American identity in 1800.

The wars of independence would change that.
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